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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . Figure 1 0C should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
a. Page 28, .line 12: change "S150" to -S160-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goto 

et al. (U.S. Patent 5,471 ,267) in view of Brownstein (U.S. Patent 4,482,924). 

Regarding claim 1, Goto et al. discloses a camera which can use a 

photographic film (abstract), comprising: timepiece means for counting a date 

(col. 7, lines 3-7); and control means for controlling to record first image taking 

date information containing last two digits of a dominical year (col. 3, line 58 - 

col. 4, line 7; second mode) and second image taking date information containing 

four digits of the dominical year on the basis of an output from the timepiece 

means (col. 3, line 58 - col. 4, line 7; first mode) (Figs. 5A-5C, 8, 28, and 29A- 

29D). However, Goto et al. fails to disclose a camera that uses a photographic 

film having a magnetic recording portion used for recording the dominical year 

along with a magnetic recording means for recording information on the magnetic 

recording portion. 

Referring to the Brownstein reference, Brownstein discloses a camera that 
uses a photographic film having a magnetic recording portion used for recording 
extra information about the image along with a magnetic recording means for 
recording information on the magnetic recording portion (col. 2, lines 12-22). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have used the teaching of using a 
photographic film with a magnetic recording means as taught by Brownstein in 
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order to record the dominical year as taught by Goto et al. which allows an ease 
with which the data can be processed after recording. 

Regarding claim 2, Goto et al. in view of Brownstein discloses all the 
limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the 
magnetic recording portion has a first recording portion on which the date is 
recorded and a second recording portion on which an image taking title is 
recorded (Goto et al.: col. 7, lines 8-23; Fig. 4A, reference characters 50-53), and 
the control means controls the magnetic recording means to record the first 
image taking date information on the first recording portion and the second image 
taking date information on the second recording portion (Brownstein discloses 
recording on the magnetic recording portion on the photographic film). 

Regarding claim 3, Goto et al. discloses a camera which can use a 
photographic film (abstract), comprising: timepiece means for counting a date 
(col. 7, lines 3-7); and control means for controlling to record first image taking 
date information containing last two digits of a dominical year (col. 3, line 58 - 
col. 4, line 7; second mode) and second image taking date information containing 
first two digits of the dominical year on the basis of an output from the timepiece 
means (col. 3, line 58 - col. 4, line 7; first mode) (Figs. 5A-5C, 8, 28, and 29A- 
29D). However, Goto et al. fails to disclose a camera that uses a photographic 
film having a magnetic recording portion used for recording the dominical year 
along with a magnetic recording means for recording information on the magnetic 
recording portion. 
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Referring to the Brownstein reference, Brownstein discloses a camera that 
uses a photographic film having a magnetic recording portion used for recording 
extra information about the image along with a magnetic recording means for 
recording information on the magnetic recording portion (col. 2, lines 12-22). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have used the teaching of using a 
photographic film with a magnetic recording means as taught by Brownstein in 
order to record the dominical year as taught by Goto efal. which allows an ease 
with which the data can be processed after recording. 

Regarding claim 4 t grounds for rejecting claim 2 apply for claim 4 in its 
entirety. 

6. Claims 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brownstein (U.S. Patent 4,482,924) in view of Goto et al. (U.S. Patent 5,471 ,267) in 
view of Baird (U.S. Patent 5,758,346). 

Regarding claim 5, Brownstein discloses a reading apparatus for reading 
information on a photographic film having a magnetic recording portion on which 
information is recorded (col. 2, lines 12-22), comprising a reading means for 
reading the information recorded on the magnetic recording portion (Fig. 2; col. 4, 
lines 16-50). However, Brownstein fails to disclose a timepiece means for 
counting time and a conversion means for converting the first date information 
into date information containing four digits of the dominical year on the basis of 
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the first date information read by the reading means and timepiece information 
from the timepiece means. 

Referring to the Goto et al. reference, Goto et al. discloses an apparatus 
comprising a timepiece means for counting time and wherein the date is 
recorded with the image (abstract; col. 7, lines 3-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the 
time the invention was made to have combined the teaching of a timepiece 
means for counting time as taught by Goto et al. with the reading apparatus 
disclosed by Brownstein in order to provide a reading apparatus that would know 
the date. However, Brownstein in view of Goto et al. still fail to disclose a reading 
apparatus comprising a conversion means for converting the first date 
information into date information containing four digits of the dominical year on 
the basis of the first date information read by the reading means and timepiece 
information from the timepiece means. 

Referring to the Baird reference, Baird discloses an apparatus comprising 
a conversion means for converting the first date information into date information 
containing four digits of the dominical year on the basis of the first date 
information read by the reading means and timepiece information from the 
timepiece means (abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the teaching of using a 
conversion means as taught by Baird with the apparatus disclosed by Brownstein 
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in view of Goto et al. in order to convert the year saved with the images into a 
two- digit or four-digit year for printing purposes. 

Regarding claim 6, Brownstein in view of Goto et al. in view of Baird 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 5 
including that the apparatus further comprises a print output means for printing 
and outputting the date information containing the four digits of the dominical 
year converted by the conversion means (Brownstein: Fig. 12; col. 4, lines 1 6-50; 
Baird discloses the conversion means and Goto et al. discloses recording the 
date information - see above). 

Regarding claim 7, Brownstein in view of Goto et al. in view of Baird 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 5 
including that the number representing the last two digits of the dominical year in 
the first date information is not more than a number representing last two digits of 
a dominical year by the timepiece means, the conversion means converts the 
first date information into the date information containing the four digits of the 
dominical year by the timepiece means as first two digits of the dominical year in 
the first date information (Baird: col. 1, lines 54-64; col. 5, lines 18-55). 

Regarding claim 8, Brownstein in view of Goto et al. in view of Baird 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 5 
including that when a number representing the last two digits of the dominical 
year in the first date information is larger than a number representing the last two 
digits of a dominical year by the timepiece means, the conversion means 
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converts the first date information into the date information containing the four 
digits of the dominical year by using a value obtained by subtracting 1 from first 
two digits of the dominical year by the timepiece means as first two digits of the 
dominical year (Baird: col. 1, lines 54-64; col. 5, lines 18-55). 

Regarding claim 9, Brownstein in view of Goto et al. in view of Baird 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 5 
including that when a number representing the last two digits of the dominical 
year in the first date information is one of "96 to 99", the conversion means 
obtains, as a dominical year, a value obtained by adding "1900" and a "number" 
representing the last two digits of the dominical year in the first date information 
(Baird: col. 5, lines 18-55). 

Regarding claim 10, Brownstein in view of Goto et al. in view of Baird 
discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 5 
including that when a number representing the last two digits of the dominical 
year in the first date information is one of "00 to 95", the conversion means 
obtains, as a dominical year, a value obtained by adding "2000" and a "number" 
representing the last two digits of the dominical year in the first date information 
(Baird: col. 5, lines 18-55). 

Regarding claim 11, Brownstein discloses a reading apparatus for reading 
information on a photographic film having a magnetic recording portion on which 
information is recorded (col. 2, lines 12-22), comprising a reading means for 
reading the information recorded on the magnetic recording portion (Fig. 2; col. 4, 
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lines 16-50). However, Brownstein fails to disclose a conversion means for 
converting the first date information into date information containing four digits of 
the dominical year on the basis of the first date information read by the reading 
means and timepiece information from the timepiece means. 

Referring to the Goto et al. reference, Goto et al. discloses an apparatus 
comprising a timepiece means for counting time and wherein the date is 
recorded with the image (abstract; col. 7, lines 3-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the 
time the invention was made to have combined the teaching of a timepiece 
means for counting time as taught by Goto et al. with the reading apparatus 
disclosed by Brownstein in order to provide a reading apparatus that would know 
the date. However, Brownstein in view of Goto et al. still fail to disclose a reading 
apparatus comprising a conversion means for converting the first date 
information into date information containing four digits of the dominical year on 
the basis of the first date information read by the reading means and timepiece 
information from the timepiece means. 

Referring to the Baird reference, Baird discloses an apparatus comprising 
a conversion means for converting the first date information into date information 
containing four digits of the dominical year on the basis of the first date 
information read by the reading means and timepiece information from the 
timepiece means (abstract). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the teaching of using a 
conversion means as taught by Baird with the apparatus disclosed by Brownstein 
in view of Goto et al. in order to convert the year saved with the images into a 
two- digit or four-digit year for printing purposes. 

Regarding claims 12-14, grounds for rejecting claims 6, 9, and 10 apply 
for claims 12-14 respectively in their entireties. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Johnson (U.S. Patent 6,760,725) discloses software for converting dates 
at the turn of the century. 

b. Eichen (U.S. Patent 6,237,002) discloses a method for processing 
information that contain dates spanning the end of a century. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300: 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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